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1. Claims 1-13 are allowed. 

The prior art of record fails to suggest or disclose: 
With regard to claim 1, a sliding lens cap apparatus with 
close-up and start-up functions, equipped in a camera, the 
camera including a lens and a lens cap, the lens including a 
lens pull rod for adjusting the focal length of the lens, the 
sliding lens cap apparatus comprising an orientation rod fixedly 
coupled to the camera, the orientation rod comprising a close 
orientation indent, an open orientation indent, and a close-up 
orientation indent; a fixed rod fixedly coupled to the camera, 
the fixed rod and the orientation rod forming a track for the 
lens to move along; and a sliding rod capable of being movably 
coupled to the fixed rod, the sliding rod comprising a lens 
frame, the lens frame coupled to the lens pull rod for adjusting 
the focal length of the lens in combination with other claimed 
elements . 

With regard to claim 7, a camera with close-up and start- 
up functions, comprising a sliding lens cap apparatus, a lens, a 
base and a lens cap, the lens including a lens pull rod for 
adjusting the focal length of the lens, the sliding lens cap 
apparatus comprising an orientation rod fixedly coupled to the 
camera, the orientation rod comprising a close orientation 
indent, an open orientation indent, and a close-up orientation 
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indent; a fixed rod fixedly coupled to the camera, the fixed rod 
and the orientation rod forming a track for the lens to move 
along the track, and a sliding rod capable of being movably 
coupled to the fixed rod, the sliding rod comprising a lens 
frame, the lens frame coupled to the lens pull rod for adjusting 
the focal length of the lens in combination with other claimed 
elements . 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Nomura et al discloses a rotatably controllable lens hood 
and cover unit. 

Haraguchi et al discloses a lens shutter including a zoom 
lens; where a lens block has a sector gear. 

Lu discloses a lens cap transmission apparatus with a close 
up and start up functions. 

Enomoto et al discloses a camera lens that includes a lens 
protective cover. 

Anzai et al discloses a lens cap that can be used for 
recording a title by using a macro mode. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN HO 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-4943. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Andrew Christensen, can 
be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 
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